
G.I. Rucker 

1821 - 1883 

G. I. Rucker came to Greenfield from Cincinnati in 1854 and acquired some 85 acres on the Ross 
County side of Paint Creek and about 13 acres on the Highland County side, all under laid with 
great deposits of Niagara limestone of the Devonian Age overlaid with Helderbrg limestone 42 feet 
in thickness and covered with ten feet of glacial drift.  

The stone was regular in bedding, making it possible to quarry large stone slabs 3 or 4 inches thick 
with the surface as smooth and regular as if had been sawed. Mr. Rucker proceeded to quarry the 
stone on a large scale for the Cincinnati market. 

He produced cut stone for buildings, crushed  stone for the streets, and sidewalks, curbs and 
gutters and lime in large quantities. The skies of Greenfield were lit up at night from the burning lime 
kilns which burned day and night.  

In 1879 he formed a partnership with his son George W., who carried on the business after his 
father’s death. He built a magnificent stone mansion overlooking Paint Creek valley. 

  



 

 

 


